CUT AND  DEAL

veils, and threatened to shoot themselves if nobody attended
to their demands. But Persian politics have long borne a
resemblance to comic opera. The prospects of her millions
were ever dependent upon the whims of a ruling class,
who took care that few ordinary mortals should aspire to
their divine prerogative.

The Great War gave no relief. For a time Great
Britain and Russia were one, their strength and importunity
fourfold in consequence. In 1918 Dunsterforce, with scant
respect, marched through Persia in an attempt to bolster
the remnants of the Russian army. The last fifty years
saw the cards spread anyhow across the table. A new
deal was imperative if the game was to go on, even as a
game.
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